PHILOSOPHY COURSE DESCRIPTIONS, 2011-2012 
Graduate Courses (500) & Graduate/ Undergraduate Courses (400)
Fall 2011
PHIL 418 Ethics

Mark Fisher
Doing history of philosophy can help us gain not only an historical and critical perspective on assumptions we might otherwise take to be both basic and obvious, but also a better sense of the various resources the tradition itself provides for overcoming what we see as the most significant shortcomings of the way philosophy is currently practiced. This course will be an informal test of the above hypothesis as it relates specifically to the tradition of philosophical ethics that is traced back to the ancient Greek figure of Socrates. We will begin with a brief look at the dominant trends in Anglo-American philosophical ethics during the middle of the 20th Century and at some of the ways in which these trends are attacked in the latter-half of that century. Taking a suggestion from some of the prominent voices leading these attacks, we will then turn to take a closer look at the three central figures in Classical Greek philosophy (Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle) and at the three central schools in Hellenistic philosophy (Skepticism, Epicureanism, and Stoicism). Finally, we will see if the perspective we have thus gained provides us with an importantly different view of the work of modern thinkers such as Mill and Kant than the one we are encouraged to adopt by many 20th Century advocates and critics of utilitarian and deontological approaches to ethics.  
PHIL 424 Philosophy of Religion

Irene Harvey
We will focus on contemporary issues in the philosophy of religion understood very broadly. This will include readings from Kant, Kierkegaard, Emerson,Tillich and various contemporary theologians. We will address such issues as exclusivity, spiritual development, immanance and transcendance, and Platonism and Aristotelianism as they relate to these topics. We will also include the philosophy of history and that of law as they pertain to these thinkers.
HIST/STS 428 
Jennifer Mensch
Although this course will concentrate primarily on Darwin’s own writings, there will be time devoted to historical developments on either side of Darwin’s “revolution” in natural history.  Two currents of thought which will be considered as necessary antecedents to the Origin of Species are the development of geology as an independent field of investigation, and transcendental morphology as the consolidated response by naturalists to a train of investigations into generation and descent running from Buffon to Kant, and from Goethe to von Baer.  These latter investigations will be picked up at the end of the course with time devoted to current research into “epigenetics” and evolutionary developmental biology—“evo-devo” for short—as contemporary tributes to the centrality of generation for understanding evolutionary change. 

Texts:  On the Origin of Species, The Descent of Man, The Autobiography of Charles Darwin
PHIL 474 Kant
Modern
Jennifer Mensch
This course will be devoted to a comprehensive review of Kant’s practical philosophy.  As an introduction to Kant’s technical understanding of the roles assigned to “Providence” and “Reason,” the course will open with two shorter essays meant to establish the relationship between reason and history.  From that point we will concentrate on each of the major ethical works written by Kant in the 1780s and ’90s.  Special attention will be paid to Kant’s developing understanding of the relationship between freedom and law, and the consequences this will have when connecting reason and nature both from Kant’s own perspective, and those of his German Idealist successors. Texts:  Idea for a Universal History, What is Orientation in Thinking, Groundwork of the Metaphysic of Morals, The Critique of Practical Reason, The Doctrine of Virtue, Towards Perpetual Peace, Lectures on Philosophical Theology, Religion within the Bounds of Reason Alone

PHIL 497A On the Idea of Nature
Ancient
Dennis Schmidt
The purpose of this course is examine the origins of the idea of nature in Western philosophy.  While the dominant concern of the course (about 2/3) is to trace the emergence of this idea in Greek thought, both in the form of myth and philosophy, the final third of the course will address later developments in the evolution of this idea that begin with the formulation of the New Science that defines modernity, and that are criticized in the assertion of the kinship of nature and art that begins with German Romanticism.  The aim of this course is twofold: to provide an outline of decisive moments in the formulation of the Western conception of nature and, in light of this history, to ask what we mean when we speak of nature in the present age. Readings will be from Hesiod, Heraclitus, Empedocles, Plato (Timaeus, Laws), Aristotle (Physics, History of Animals), Descartes, Goethe, Schelling, and Heidegger.  Most of the semester will be devoted to the Greek authors.  Recommended readings: Pierre Hadot, The Veil of Isis and Glacken, Traces on the Rhodian Shores. Requirements: active participation in seminar discussions and one seminar presentation.  Either three shorter papers (each 8-10 pages) or one term paper (20-25 pages).  

PHIL 501 American Philosophy 
American (also Analytic), 19th & 20th Century
Vincent Colapietro
The claim of reason has been central to virtually all traditions of philosophical inquiry, not least of all those rooted in American culture (e.g., transcendentalism and pragmatism).  The meaning, along with the forms, force, origin, authority, and limits of this claim are contestable.  However elusive is the meaning of this expression, there are countless contexts in which we feel rationally compelled to offer reasons or provide evidence for our claims, to clarify meanings, to entertain doubts, to suspend but also to render judgment, and moreover to identify or acknowledge the criteria on the basis of which our judgments are made.  In order to ascertain what the claim of reason means, we accordingly must attend to such experiences as these.   In any event, what we encounter in the writings of Emerson, Thoreau, Peirce, James, Dewey, Santayana, DuBois, and other North American thinkers is, in effect, a genealogical critique of human rationality in its diverse employments (e.g., practical, theoretical, aesthetic, technological, and political reason).  The aim of this course is to introduce students to “American philosophy” by reading these thinkers in this light.  While it is designed as an introduction to intersecting traditions of philosophical reflection (including contemporary developments in analytic philosophy), especially insofar as these distinct traditions bear on a specific topic, the ultimate aim of this graduate seminar is to probe a philosophical question of undeniable centrality – that of rationality.  That is, our task will be philosophical, not only historical or hermeneutical.  It is not so much to attain a detailed familiarity with particular traditions, thinkers, or texts, as to attain a more adequate understanding of human rationality.  The readings for the course are almost certain to include: R. W. Emerson’s “Nature,” several of Charles S. Peirce’s essays on pragmatism, William James’s “The Sentiment of Rationality,” George Santayana’s “The Birth of Reason,” selections from several books by Dewey (Human Nature and Conduct, Experience and Nature, and The Quest for Certainty), Alasdair MacIntyre’s “Epistemological Crises, Dramatic Narrative, and the Philosophy of Science,” “Relativism, Power, and Philosophy ,” and selections from Which Rationality? Whose Justice?, selections from Stanley Cavell’s The Claim of Reason and other writings by him (e.g., “What’s the Use of Calling an Emerson a Pragmatist?” and chapters from both Conditions Handsome and Unhandsome and This New Yet Unapproachable America: Lectures After Emerson After Wittgenstein).  In addition to these authors, we will very likely read essays (or selections) by Josiah Royce, W. E. B. DuBois, Alain Locke, John E. Smith, Richard Rorty, Hilary Putnam, Richard J. Bernstein, Nancy Fraser, and Cornel West. The requirements for the course include, in addition to participation in discussions, a presentation on one of the assigned texts and either one long paper (approximately 6250 words) or two shorter ones (approximately 2500 words each).  

PHIL 502 European Philosophy Seminar
20th Century and Continental
Robert Bernasconi
The focus of this course will be a close reading of Levinas’ Totality and Infinity with the explicit aim of exposing the many weak and unsustainable readings of Levinas that have proliferated in the fifty years since its publication. (For this reason all students will be required to read some secondary literature and respond to it.)  In preparation we will read his “Reflections on Hitlerism”, “On Escape”,and Existence and Existents. We will also pay particular attention to Levinas’s ongoing polemic against Hegel and Heidegger and so we will read extracts from both these writers including large chunks of Being and Time. More positively, the aim of the course is to use a reading of Levinas to reopen more generally the question of the meaning of ethics, politics, and ontology and of their relation to each other. 

PHIL 555 Modern Philosophy
Modern 
Veronique Foti
The focus of this course will be trained on one of the major rationalists and philosopher-scientists, Benedict de (Barch) Spinoza, who brings to his critical engagement with Descartes also his knowledge of the Hebrew intellectual tradition. Although the main textual focus will be on the Ethics (with its challenging understanding of deus sive nataura [God or Nature], its penetrating analysis of the “passions” or afflictive emotions, and its final vision of human freedom and the intellectual love of God, we will also discuss portions of the Theologico-Political Treatise. My own particular interest concerns Spinoza’s understanding of expression (a key rationalist concept) in the Ethics: how do the infinite Attributes (of which only two are accessible to the human mind) “express” the unitary reality of God (as substantia)? This is, incidentally, also an interest of Deleuze; and we may discuss some of his interpretive work, along with other aspects of the extensive scholarly literature.
SPRING 2012
PHIL 476 
19th Century
Brady Bowman
This course is intended as an introduction to the core and the main contours of Hegel’s philosophical pro​ject. Although Hegel’s understanding of the method and the precise form his system of philosophy was to take underwent significant revisions in the course of his career, the seminar is premised on the as​sumption of an underlying unity of vision and intent. We will draw on published writings from all phases of Hegel’s mature thought in order to gain an understanding of the key terms operative in what he calls ‘speculative science’: Dialectic, negativity, sublation (Aufhebung), ‘the Concept’, ‘the Idea’ and Spirit. As we will see, Hegel’s use of those terms is informed by his view of how his overall project is situated in the historical context of the German Idealist movement and modern European philosophy more generally.
 In the first weeks of the semester we will deal extensively with Hegel’s programmatic writings, beginning with The Difference between the Fichtean and Schellingian Systems of Philosophy and Faith and Knowledge (1801 and 1802, resp.).  These writings set the stage for Hegel’s first major work, The Phenomenology of Spirit (1807), of which we will read substantial selections.  In the second half of the semester, the Encyclopedia of the Philosophical Sciences (1832) will form the basis for considering the Hegelian ‘system’ in its various aspects, including the philosophy of nature which is presently enjoying a renaissance.  We will supplement our reading of the Encyclopedia with selections from Hegel’s lectures on history, politics, and aesthetics.  At the end of the semester, some time will be devoted to the ambiguous legacy of Hegelian philosophy in the 20th Century. 
Hegel is a thinker of immense scope and complexity.  The purpose of this course is to remove some of the most immediate barriers to adequate appreciation of his thought by situating it in its historical context, elucidating his idiosyncratic terminology, setting out the problems his philosophy sought to resolve, and providing an overview of the Hegelian ‘system’, which is far from being the totalizing machine it is sometimes alleged to be.  Students who take the course should come out of it with an independent perspective on Hegel’s philosophy and an ability to relate it to some of the 20th Century movements it helped to inspire – both positively and negatively.

COMP LIT 506 War, Gender, and Responsibility
Dennis Schmidt
The purpose of this course is to look at the life and afterlife of three figures found in ancient Greek literature: Achilles, Oedipus, and Antigone.  Each of these figures was decisive in the formation of the self-understanding of Greek philosophy and literature, but each has also had a lively resonance in other ages.  Indeed it has often been the case that one or more of these figures has been taken as emblematic for concerns that reach far beyond the limits of the Greek world into the idea of being human.  This sense that in the idiom of the individual we find something that stands for the universal will be among the questions we consider as we trace the different ways these figures are presented. We will consider the various representations of these figures in literature, philosophy, film, painting, sculpture, and music.  Topics to be addressed include: the representation of war, gender and culture, family and state, law and resistance.  Written texts will be drawn from Greek, Latin, English, German, and French authors.

Requirements: active seminar participation; one seminar presentation; and either three shorter papers (8-12 pages each) or one longer term paper (20-25 pages).  
Readings: Homer, Iliad (epic poem)

          Sophocles, The Theban Trilogy (plays)

          Plato, Republic, Bks III and X (philosophy)

          Virgil, The Aeneid, selections (epic poem)

          Elizabeth Cook, Achilles (novel)

          George Steiner, Antigones, selections (literary theory)

          Terrance Mallick, The Thin Red Line (film)

          Friedrich Hölderlin, “Antigone” (play) 

                    “Remarks on Antigone” (literary criticism)

          Jean Anouilh, “Antigone” (play)

          Hegel, The Philosophy of Right, paragraphs 158-181 (philosophy)

          Lessing, Laocöon, Chapters 16-19 (philosophy)

          Cy Twombly, “Fifty Days at Ilium” (10 paintings, Philadelphia Museum of Art)

          Simon Weil, “The Iliad or the Poem of Force” (philosophy/literary theory)

          Peter Gay, Freud’s Antiquities (sculptures)

          Sigmund Freud, “An Outline of Psychoanalysis” (psychology)

          Stravinsky, “Oedipus Rex” (opera)

PHIL 503 Ethics Seminar
Christian Becker
The course focuses on in-depth discussion of main ethical theories developed in the history of moral philosophy, such as virtue ethics, deontology, and utilitarianism. We study the origins of these theories as well as their relevance in current ethics and applied ethics. In addition, we discuss specific theoretical developments of the 20iest century, such discourse ethics, ethics of care, and selected topics of analytic ethics. Also, we will refer to important critics of the project of moral philosophy and to ethical relativism. A particular focus of the course is on the philosophical assumptions on which different ethical theories are based. Readings include Aris​totle, Nicomachean Ethics; Hume, Enquiry concerning the Principles of Morals; Smith, Theory of Moral Sentiments; Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals; and Mill, Utilitarianism. In the first part of the course we read and discuss together primary works of traditional moral philosophy. The second part of the course will be based on presen​tations of the participants on aspects of recent ethics and applied ethics.   

WMST 507 Feminist Theory: 

Feminist and 20th Century
Nancy Tuana

The goal of this course is to provide an advanced overview of some of the central theoretical approaches to feminist scholarship as well as examine some of the debates within feminist theory.  We will explore perspectives on, and theories of, the production and lived experience of gender, race, sexuality, and class. We will be particularly concerned with how the selected theorists address some of the core theoretical debates within feminist theory in the last three decades, for example:  sex/gender distinctions; universalizing and essentialist constructions of categories of identity; difference and intersectionality; and identities as historically and culturally contingent and produced within complex material relations.  We will also explore methodological debates within feminist theory such as the politics of representation; the role of embodiment and the emotions, the material-semiotic, performativity, epistemologies of ignorance, and situated knowledges.

Theorists are likely to include a selection of the following:  Linda Martín Alcoff, Gloria Anzaldúa, Susan Brison, Judith Butler, Patricia Hill Collins, Lorraine Code, Angela Davis, Sandra Harding, bell hooks, Ladelle McWhorter, Patricia Williams.

PHIL 553 Ancient Philosophy: Aristotle‘s De Anima
Ancient
Christopher Long
In his 1928 journal, W. R. Boyce Gibson speaks of the excitement he felt attending Heidegger’s first lectures in Freiburg as Husserl’s successor where he was exposed to the idea that “Aristotle is really in the De Anima phenomenological (without the explicit reduction).” This suggestion is the central insight around which this course on Aristotle’s De Anima will be organized. Through a close reading of the text, we will come to understand the De Anima as an articulation of Aristotle’s naturalistic phenomenology of life. Combining insights from Heideggerian phenomenology and the American naturalism of Woodbridge, Randall and Dewey, we will investigate the manner in which Aristotle’s attempts to articulate the nature of the soul lends insight into the life of nature. A central concern will be to show how human language is rooted in nature and thus capable of uncovering the nature of living things.  We will trace a path of thinking in Aristotle from the rudimentary experience of perceiving, through the complex discussion of the imagination, to the rich and perplexing things Aristotle says about thinking itself.   Along the way we will come to a deeper understanding of Aristotle’s methodological approach and, in the process, we will perhaps even develop a richer sense of how we humans are bound up with nature in intimate cooperation.

PHIL 580 Phenomenology
20th Century and Continental

Leonard Lawlor
A Moment in French Thought: 1966-68

Much like German Idealism at the beginning of the 19th century, the 1960s in France constitutes something like a philosophical moment. This is the moment of deconstruction, archeology, and destruction. It is the moment when philosophy is concerned to exit metaphysics, the history of philosophy, phenomenology and Marxism. In order to understand this moment, we shall read three central texts from this period, in chronological order. First, we shall read Chapters 7, 8, and 9 of Foucault’s 1966 The Order of Things; then we shall read Derrida’s entire (but short) 1967 Voice and Phenomenon; we shall end with Chapters 2, 3, and 4 of Deleuze’s 1968 Difference and Repetition. Throughout our reading, we shall be interested in the similarity and differences in the ways each philosopher attempts to overcome what Foucault calls “transcendental narcissism” (Archeology of Knowledge, p. 203). Undoubtedly, we have not exhausted these three modes of overcoming narcissistic sameness. This is the purpose of the course: to catalogue, systematize, and develop the implications of these modes of thinking otherwise.
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